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Wills & Succession Update 
Wednesday 26 August 2009

Audience

•  Wills & Estates practitioners
•  Probate Lawyers & staff
•  General Practitioners
•  Commercial Lawyers
•  Trustee Company lawyers & advisors 
•  Financial planners & Accountants
•  Accredited Wills and estates lawyers

Object

This seminar will explore the legal issues and
disputes that arise in informal wills and include a
review of procedure for Grants of Probate and
how to minimize requisitions from the Court.
The third stage of the reforms, The Succession
Amendment (Intestacy) Act, will effect
substantive changes to the law of intestacy and
is expected to commence this year and
practitioners will benefit from a discussion of the
changes this will introduce to practice. What
were formerly settled principles in Family
Provision decisions have now become
questionable after a number of recent Court of
Appeal decisions and these will be of immense
interest to practitioners advising clients in this
area.

Recent and relevant cases and legislation in the
area will be reviewed. 

CLE/CPD Points: Four (4)

About CLE/CPD

The CLE/CPD programme is an important link
between the Law School at UNSW and the
professional community. The programme consists
of a series of quality short courses assisting
lawyers, accountants, financial planners,
executives and other professionals whose work
demands up-to-date knowledge of, and skills in,
the relevant areas.

8.45am Introduction and Welcome

Chair: Anthea KENNEDY
Accredited Specialist Wills & Estates,
Partner, Teece Hodgson & Ward

8.55am

Topic 1: Informal Wills

Speaker: Lindsay ELLISON SC, Barrister
Sixteenth Floor Wardell Chambers

•  Validation of informal wills pursuant
to s.8 of the Succession Act 2006

•  Enlarged scope of informal documents
to be admitted to Probate

•  Recent case law – was the document
intended to be a will?

9.45am

Topic 3: Intestate Succession
– The New Statutory Order

Speaker: John ARMFIELD, Barrister
Second Floor Wentworth Chambers

•  The Succession Amendment (Intestacy)
Act 29 of 2009

•  Comparative review of legislation

•  Changes to the treatment of spouses
and partners

•  New addition to the statutory order and
the effect on possible bona vacantia claims

•  Distribution Agreements and Court
Orders pursuant to s.125

10.45am Morning Tea

11.05am

Topic 2: Grants of Probate

Speaker: Paul EVANS, Accredited Specialist Wills &
Estates, Regional Manager Estate Planning
NSW & Q’land, National Australia Trustees

•  Grants of Probate and Administration

•  Special and limited Grants

•  Issues with Executors – unsoundness of
mind, failure to apply, renunciation

•  Mislaid Wills, inoperative Wills, partial
intestacy, and

•  Resealing of Foreign Grants

12.00noon

Topic 4: ‘Anything Can Happen’: Advising
clients in the era of Nicholls v Hall,
Foley v Ellis and Milillo v Konnecke

Speaker: David LIEBHOLD, Barrister, Thirteenth
Floor Selborne/Wentworth Chambers

•  Substantive changes under the
Succession Act 2006

•  Procedural changes to Family
Provision applications under the new
Practice Note

•  Position of adult children and widows in
the light of recent appellate decisions

12.55-1pm Questions – Close
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