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Practice & Procedure in Family Law 
Tuesday 23 June 2009

Audience

•  Solicitors in General Practice

•  Family Law practitioners 

•  Newer Family law practitioners

•  Trustee Company lawyers & advisors 

Object

The practice of Family law has undergone

significant change over recent years. This

seminar will review how those changes have

affected family practice and highlight the

practical implications. This program is a great

refresher or introduction to Family law for those

from mixed practices, who are new to practice in

this area, or have not been involved in it for the

past few years. 

CLE/CPD Points: Four (4)

About CLE/CPD

The CLE/CPD programme is an important link

between the Law School at UNSW and the

professional community. The programme consists

of a series of quality short courses assisting

lawyers, accountants, financial planners,

executives and other professionals whose work

demands up-to-date knowledge of, and skills in,

the relevant areas.

8.40am Facilitator: Ian SERISIER
Special Counsel, Swaab Attorneys

8.45am Opening Commentary
Federal Magistrate Tom ALTOBELLI

Topic 1: Taking instructions in Family Law matters

Parenting Financial Child Support

Solicitor Client Costs and Chapter 19 Rules

10.40am Morning Tea

Topic 2: Rules of the Family Court

Recent amendments

Rules of the Federal Magistrates Court

Commencing Proceedings

Drafting Orders

12.30 – 1.15pm      Lunch 

Topic 3: Negotiating a settlement

Drafting Consent orders

Drafting a binding agreement (married

couples, De Facto couples, Child support)

2.30pm Afternoon tea

Topic 4: Going to Court

Less Adversarial Trials 

Interim proceedings 

Final hearing of a financial dispute

4pm Questions – Close

About the presenters

Ian Serisier is Special Counsel at Swaab Attorneys Sydney. Previously and for more than 30 years he was in
private practice at the NSW Bar and his practice is almost entirely Family Law.

Co-author with Marilyn Hauptmann Volume 4 Australian Family Law (Practice and Precedents) Lexis Nexis;
Author of the Family Law Guide Card Australian Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents – Lexis Nexis;
Accredited Family Law Mediator and Arbitrator; Course writer and member of the Advisory Committee, College
of Law, APLE Program. 

Federal Magistrate Tom Altobelli was appointed to the Federal Magistrates Court after a long period of
practicing as a Family Law accredited specialist. A well known author and commentator on Family Law practice
he brings a wealth of experience and unique insights into the elements that make up successful practice in
Family Law. 


