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Grace Hotel, 77 York Street, Sydney
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Litigation – Advocacy Skills Master Class
Thursday 19 March 2009

Audience

•  Solicitors in General Practice

•  Litigation lawyers 

•  In-house counsel

•  Corporate Law specialists

•  Barristers

Objective

This seminar and workshop is designed to provide

participants with general advocacy skills relevant to court

and tribunal hearings. The skills covered include

preparation, planning, communication pre-trial and at

the hearing, presentation styles and the advocacy rules. 

The morning session will involve participants in making

interlocutory applications in relation to a fact situation.

We will examine the steps involved in applications for

security for costs, injunctions, and a directions hearing.  

In the afternoon we will undertake a workshop of the

full scope of the hearing including  an opening address,

examination of witnesses, and a closing address.

CLE/CPD Points: Eight (8) 

About CLE/CPD

The CLE/CPD programme is an important link between

the Law School at UNSW and the professional

community. The programme consists of a series of

quality short courses assisting lawyers, accountants,

financial planners, executives and other professionals

whose work demands up-to-date knowledge of, and

skills in, the relevant areas.

Introduction from Chair

Dominique Hogan-Doran, Barrister
St James Hall Chambers

PART ONE: PRE-TRIAL APPLICATIONS

8.45am

Topic 1: Interlocutory Applications

Speaker: Rashda Rana, Partner, Holding Redlich

•  Planning 

•  Gathering the evidence 

•  Directions hearings

Topic 2: Injunctive relief 

Speaker Rachel Pepper, Barrister, 12th Floor
Chambers, Wentworth Selborne

•  Making an application

•  Do’s and Don’ts

•  Relevant principles and evidence  

10.45am Morning Tea

Topic 3: Offers of Compromise and Security for
costs applications

Speaker: Jacob Horowitz, Barrister, 11th Floor
St James Hall Chambers

•  Factors to take into account

•  Evidence needed

•  General applicable principles of law

1.00pm Lunch 

1.45pm  

PART TWO: THE HEARING

Rashda Rana, Partner Holdign Redlich

Terry Morahan, Barrister
Jack Shand Chambers

Workshop on how to conduct a hearing.
Advocacy instructors will deal with the basic

steps involved in a hearing: from opening
address through to the closing submissions

Topic 1: Opening address

This part of the advocacy workshop will focus
on the importance of making opening
submissions.  How to prepare for an opening
address; how to capture the judge’s attention;
how high to put the case

Topic 2: Examination of witnesses, 

eliciting evidence in support of your case
through the examination in chief of a witness –
oral and by statement/affidavit. The special role
of expert witnesses.

Bolstering your own case or destroying the
evidence of an opposing party through cross
examination

Topic 3: Closing address

The purpose and importance of closing
submissions:  how to prepare written
submissions; how to make oral closing
submissions 

Presenters Rashda Rana, Partner Holdign Redlich;

Rachel Pepper, Barrister, 12th Floor
Chambers, Wentworth Selborne

Jacob Horowitz, Barrister, 11th Floor
St James Hall Chambers

Terry Morahan, Barrister
Jack Shand Chambers

Daniel Hanna, Partner
Dibbs Abbott Stillman

Lunch will be provided for all participants 


