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Contract Law Update
Wednesday 18 March 2009

Audience

•  Solicitors in General Practice

•  Corporate Law specialists

•  In-house counsel

•  Commercial Lawyers

•  Contracts Managers 

•  Commercial Law Practitioners 

•  Project Managers and Officers 

Objective

This seminar is designed to focus upon issues in

contract law to enable practitioners avoid the pitfalls

in advising on and drafting and terminating

agreements. 

We will examine interpretations and developments in

the courts in recent years, and the factors at issue in

relation to on line contracting.

CLE/CPD Points: Four (4) 

About CLE/CPD

The CLE/CPD programme is an important link

between the Law School at UNSW and the

professional community. The programme consists of a

series of quality short courses assisting lawyers,

accountants, financial planners, executives and other

professionals whose work demands up-to-date

knowledge of, and skills in, the relevant areas.

8.40am
Chair: Ralph NOLDAN, Partner

Holding Redlich

8.50am
Topic 1: Modern approaches to the

Construction and Interpretation
of Contracts 

Speaker: Francis DOUGLAS QC, Barrister, 

Seventh Floor Wentworth Chambers

•    Introduction and Traditional
approaches

•    Purposive approach

•    Implication v Interpretation

•    Duties of Good Faith and
Cooperation

•    Express terms negating good faith
and cooperation

9.45am
Topic 2: On Line Contracting goes

mainstream 
– How to move all customer
contracts to on line 

Speaker: Nick ABRAHAMS, Partner, Deacons

•    Terms and conditions – balancing
the need for hard and soft copy

•    International trends

•    On line payment

•    On line signatures

•    Unauthorised use 

10.35am Morning Tea

10.55am

Topic 3: Discharge, Rescission and
Termination 

Speaker: Philip GREENWOOD SC, Barrister, 

11th Floor Wentworth Selborne
Chambers

•    Adequate discharge

•    Remedies 

•    Repudiation and termination 

11.55am

Topic 4: Unjust Contracts in the Mortgage
Context

Speakers: Craig LEGGAT SC, Barrister
Martin Place Chambers

Bridie NOLAN, Barrister, 12th Floor
Wentworth/Selborne

•    Loan and security documents

•    The Contracts Review Act and
“pure asset lending”

•    The equitable principles of
unconscionable dealing

•    The “improvident” loan transaction 

12.45-1pm Questions – Close


